
Alexandria Library
Rose Dawson, Director

“Learn, Explore, Create, Connect”





Good bye!



A BRIEF HISTORICAL SKETCH…
Alexandria Library Company was founded July 24, 1794.
Which of the following were NOT included in the Company's     
earliest addresses?

a) Mr. Stabler's Apothecary Shop
b) Old City Hall
c) The Lyceum
d) Masonic Temple
e) Peabody Hall



In 1937:

• Dr. Robert South Barrett      
and Dr. Kate Waller Barrett 

• The Society of Friends        
and 99-year lease 

• Alexandria Library       
Company collections 

• The City line item and           
its budget.

THE TALE OF TWO LIBRARIES



ROBERT H. ROBINSON 
LIBRARY1939 LIBRARY SIT-IN



LIBRARY LEADERSHIP

Canek Aguirre
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Kathleen Schloeder

Robert Ray IV
Vice Chair

Trudi Hahn
Chair

Karen Marshall
Treasurer

Oscar P. Fitzgerald

Patsy Rogers
Secretary



Library Budget
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THE ALEXANDRIA LIBRARY



KATE WALLER BARRETT
BRANCH LIBRARY 
717 Queen Street

• Built in 1937
• Renovated in 1995
• Size: 25,000 sq. ft. 
• Patron count: 111,749
• Circulation: 213,972
• Foundation Center



CHARLES E. BEATLEY, JR.
CENTRAL LIBRARY

5005 Duke Street

• Opened in 2000
• Size: 62,400 sq. ft. 
• Patron count: 372,557
• Circulation: 596,664
• Designed by Michael Graves
• Named after mayor 
• Has Reading Garden



ELLEN COOLIDGE BURKE
BRANCH LIBRARY

4701 Seminary Road
• Built in 1968
• Closed in 2000
• Reopened in 2002
• Size: 20,234 sq. ft. 
• Patron count: 99,527
• Circulation: 125,412
• Housed on 2nd floor
• 2002-2014 shared building            
with ACPS IT department 
and ESL program



JAMES M. DUNCAN, JR. 
BRANCH LIBRARY

2501 Commonwealth Avenue

• Opened in 1969
• Size: 13,130 sq. ft. 
• Patron count: 158,646
• Circulation: 336,014
• Expanded in 2005
• Green roof



LOCAL HISTORY/SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
BRANCH LIBRARY
717 Queen Street

• Formerly in Lloyd House 
• Moved to Barrett in 2000
• Size: 4,928 sq. ft. 
• Patron count: 10,854
• Circulation: 7,602
• Resources related to

Alexandria, VA, American 
history



LAW LIBRARY
520 King Street, LL34

• Became branch in 2015
• Size: 3,520 sq. ft. 
• Patron count: 3,585
• Circulation: 8,750
• Located in Courthouse   

basement
• Provides legal resources  
• Westlaw and LexisNexis

databases 



ONLINE PRESENCE

‘Out of the Stacks’ Adult Services Blog –
http://bit.ly/OutOfTheStacks

• Libraries website = virtual 
branch
• Manage library accounts 
online, pay fees, place holds
• eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
eMagazines, digital movies 
and music, databases

@alexlibraryva



PROGRAMS - ADULT



PROGRAMS - TEENS

T.A.B
Teen Advisory Board



PROGRAMS - CHILDRENS



DIGITAL SERVICES



SERVICES

https://www.nlstalkingbooks.org/talkingbooksform/


SPECIAL EVENTS



COVID-19 SERVICES 
• Remote access to databases 

• Ancestry, Westlaw, etc.
• eBooks, eAudiobooks
• Virtual programming
• Curbside service



PARTNERSHIPS



HOW CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?



Questions?
Alexandria Library Administration

5005 Duke Street
Alexandria, VA 22304

703.746.1701

alexlibraryva.org
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